
FERNIE HERITAGE STRATEGY
Building on the Past, Informing Fernie’s Future



PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Welcome from 
Task Force representative



FERNIE’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE KTUNAXA BEGINS HERE

Fernie OCP - Heritage Conservation and Restoration 

1-B.9 - “Build relationships with the Ktunaxa Nation…to identify and 
recognize important First Nations heritage sites or locations…”



FERNIE’S HERITAGE STARTS WITH THE KTUNAXA

Janice’s slide



GROUNDED IN THE COMMUNITY - INFORMS STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

An over-arching vision and 
guide to the conservation 
and revitalization of the 
community - the Fernie 
Heritage Strategy  
is grounded in community  
input, direction from the 
task force, Mayor & 
Council representation, 
Planning, Fernie’s OCP 
and other municipal 
strategies and master 
plans.



REPRESENTATIVE AND PRODUCTIVE TASK FORCE

This project was guided by a robust and diverse task force of 
Fernie residents, community leaders, representation of Mayor 
and Council, the planning department and of course the 
Ktunaxa.



CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH PLANNING

As active members of the 
task force, present at 
every meeting, planning 
department staff, 
including the building 
officials, reviewed and 
informed the 
development of the 
Strategy in detail at every 
step of the way.



THIS IS FERNIE - KEEP IT REAL



FERNIE HERITAGE STRATEGY - WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Part 1: Fernie’s Historical Context - a succinct contextual understanding of Fernie’s 
history and heritage initiatives to date 

Part 2: Fernie’s Heritage Resources - an expert and citizens’ review of what is 
significant and valued about Fernie and its history  

Part 3: Sustaining a Sense of Place - a synthesis of the above information into 
concise policies and actions organized in three goals: 

➤ APPRECIATION: Fostering an appreciation of what makes Fernie unique  
➤ PLANNING: Informing planning on all levels  
➤ RESILIENCE: Contributing to Fernie’s economic resilience, growth and 

regeneration  



FERNIE HERITAGE STRATEGY - THE TOP CONSIDERATIONS

 
Action 3.2.3  
Establish a Community Heritage 
Register 

Action 3.2.2  
Adjust the Design Review Panel 
mandate to include heritage review 

Action 3.1.2c  
Relocate the Crowsnest Pass Coal Co. 
Archives out of City Hall Basement



FERNIE HERITAGE STRATEGY - ALREADY HAPPENING

Action 3.1.2d These Places Matter 

Action 3.1.2e Fostering neighbourhood identity  

Action 3.2.5  Fernie Character Areas 

Action 3.3.2  Policy and Zoning Review  

Action 3.3.3a Heritage Revitalization Agreements  

Action 3.1.2h Fernie Heritage Awards 

Action 3.2.4  Heritage Advisory Committee 

 



FERNIE HERITAGE STRATEGY - ALREADY HAPPENING


